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for multiple use, to provide
for flexibility into the future.

Clearly identifiable on the
front of the building, the
media center is easily accessi-
ble by the community.
Because of the heavy use of
athletic and recreational facili-
ties, the gymnasium is over-
sized for flexibility and con-
tains 2,000 seats for athletic
contests, tournaments, and
community functions. ■

Hopkins Public
Schools’ primary
objective was to sepa-

rate the middle school and
high school curriculums by
developing a new facility for
high school students, and uti-
lizing the existing junior/sen-
ior high school for a new
middle school program.

Because the two schools
will share certain programs,
such as choral and instru-
mental music, the buildings
were designed to be adjacent,
yet separate. Each building
allows for future expansion to
handle the anticipated enroll-
ment increases.

The facility sits on a small,
challenging site. Therefore,
while the school includes a
one-story space for large, cen-
tral functions such as the
media center, cafeteria, and
gymnasium, the academic
wings are developed on two
levels, making the building
footprint more compact. The
design features a large circula-
tion “spine” corridor, linking
all major elements of the
building, and creating exten-
sive public gathering space
for the students and commu-
nity. A large “grand” stairway
with an overhead skylight is
the focal point of the academ-
ic core, where students can
meet and gather. The facility
includes a high level of tech-
nology, and spaces designed
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